Minaprine: an anticholinergic-free antidepressant? Results of a controlled trial of mianserin.
Minaprine is an amino-phenylpyridazine antidepressant reported to be relatively free of anticholinergic effects, cardiotoxicity, drowsiness, and weight gain. Minaprine (100 mg t.d.s. and 100 mg b.d.) was compared with mianserin (20 mg t.d.s.) in 117 depressed patients, and all three regimes produced significant reductions in scores on the HRSD at the end of six weeks' treatment. There were no anticholinergic effects, but there was a significantly greater incidence of drowsiness with mianserin than with minaprine.